
2022/2023 Elective Class Descriptions 
Beginning Band/ Beginning Orchestra: A traditional concert band/string orchestra designed for young musicians.  Students should 
have completed a year of elementary school band/orchestra prior to being enrolled in this class.  Students who did not previously 
play are also welcome but should consider enrolling in private lessons to help them catch up.  Participation in this band requires 
attendance at one evening school performance per semester.    
 
Advanced Band/Advanced Orchestra: A traditional concert band/string orchestra designed for 7th and 8th grade students.  Students 
must have competed one or two years of middle school band prior to being enrolled in this class.  This band will have multiple 
required performances throughout the year, including a trip to Six Flags for qualified students. 
 
Health: All 7th graders will take a semester of Health Education as an elective. Health is a required, one semester course in which 
students learn about the physical, mental, and social aspects of health and wellness. This course focuses on nutrition and physical 
activity; growth, development, and sexual health (including HIV/AIDS/STD prevention education); injury prevention and safety; 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs; mental, emotional, and social health; and personal and community health. 
 
Exploratory: Students in 7th and 8th grade have the opportunity to be introduced to courses such as, but not limited to: Art, and 
Computers.  Each course is taught in a semester and students rotate through a combination of two per year.  
Computers - This class has two major components that are taught during the course.  Students will learn computer literacy by using 
the three main components in Microsoft Office.  Creating assignments on Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  Students learn to format 
word processing documents, organize and compute numbers in spreadsheets, and present information in an animated slide show.  
During this class students will also complete 2 to 3 units in coding using code.org.  We will learn to write HTML and CSS code to 
create our own website.  We will also use java script coding to create our own basic video game (graphics like Flappy Birds, not 
Fortnite).  
Art – basic introduction to art concepts with hand on projects in a variety of mediums. Projects and supplies are 100% funded by 
parent donations and projects vary from year to year, depending on “donation income”; painting, drawing, calligraphy, batik, 
basket making, design, print making, artist and genre study of various art periods; yes, there is occasional written work assigned. 
 
Video Productions - This class will begin learning foundations of video production.  Students will learn how to write a storyboard to 
create video segments.  There is a lot of planning that must take place before any video is recorded.  Creating an outline and 
brainstorming an idea is critical.  Students will practice script writing for any dialogue or words that need to be spoken during their 
video.  We will learn how to shoot using different camera angles and techniques to improve our story and visual interest.  We will 
also learn how to setup and care for the recording equipment.  This includes cameras, microphones, and tripods.  This class uses on-
line editing software WeVideo to create video projects like the DRMS show “What’s Going On”.       
 
Student Assistant/ Office Assistant: Teachers provide students with training and experience in jobs related to office skills and the 
instructional process within the classroom. Students perform a variety of tasks to assist teachers and staff including helping prepare 
material and assisting students. Enrollment is through teacher request only; an application is required before approval. GPA, 
citizenship and attendance must be excellent.  Must get application and approval from the teacher 
 
Yearbook (8th Grade): The yearbook publications class is responsible for producing the yearbook. Attention to detail, creativity, hard 
work, and total commitment are essential to success in this class. Students use computers exclusively to produce their work. 
Students are responsible for helping design the yearbook, interviewing students, creating surveys, and photographing and 
documenting school related events. An application is required. 
 
Leadership (8th): Leadership students are chosen through an application process. Those students work together in a combined class 
to organize and carry out student activities. Their responsibilities include dances, rallies, new student orientation, student 
recognition, and operating the student store. Students are also given time to work on activities, problems, and programs related to 
the entire student body, classes, organizations, and the community. Students are expected to volunteer at various activities and 
functions. An application is required. 
 

Manhood Development(8th): This course is designed to support African American male students as they explore the concept of 
cultural identity options.  Students will learn how successful individuals have managed their emotions and channeled their personal 
will to develop a positive sense of purpose in their roles in family and community.  Students will develop skills to make conscious, 
positive identity choices, thus supporting academic trajectories, school engagement, and college and industry preparation for 
success during and after high school.



 


